


 
 

Welcome to… 
 

Cheryl Caldwell, the North Region’s 
new Land Management Intern.  Cheryl 
came to us in December and will work 
with us for at least six months.  She is a 
marine biology major at Florida Institute 
of Technology in Melbourne.  She will 
research the effects of the exotic 
Mexican weevil on native bromeliads in 
the Enchanted Forest.  These 
destructive creatures have devastated 
native bromeliads across Florida, 
causing some plants to be placed on 
the endangered species list.  Cheryl 
enjoys spending time near or in the 
water.  She was even a volunteer 
scuba diver at the New Jersey State 
Aquarium!  Welcome Cheryl! 

Deadheaders Report 
 

The Deadheaders were quite busy this past quarter prepping the gardens for 
Forest Festival and building benches for the misthouse.  They will be on a  
winter break for the month of January, but anyone interested in gardening can 
still come out anytime!  February will start a frenzy of activity, including plumbing 
installation for the misthouse and working on the spring edition of the gardens.  
The biggest project, however, will be the 2007 Keep Brevard Beautiful grant to 
landscape the front gate and entrance road to the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary.  
So whether your interest is in weeding, planting, pulling exotics, construction or 
planning, or just learning your native plants, there will be plenty of opportunities 
for you!  Come on out!  The Forest awaits you! 

Update from Judy 
 
On recent hikes through the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary (EFS) 
you may have noticed many of the native bromeliads (Tillandsia) 
have fallen out of the trees.  This loss is due to a non-native 
species of predatory weevil known as the “Evil Weevil”   
(Metamasius callizona).  Volunteers with the Florida Bromeliad 
Society recently visited EFS and confirmed it as the 
northernmost range of the parasite at that time.  The weevil has 
since been discovered at Tosahatchee State Reserve.  The 
weevil is native to Mexico and is believed to have been 
introduced into south Florida with ornamentalTillandsia species.   
It continues to move throughout Florida both by natural dispersal 
and by movement of infested plants. 
 
Weevils belong to a family of beetles that are almost exclusively 
plant eaters. The weevil larvae feed by mining into the stem of 
the bromeliad, eventually killing it.  The larvae then 
metamorphose within a cocoon inside the host plant.  After 
hatching, the adult weevil flies off to find another host plant on 
which to feed and lay its eggs.  Research is being conducted on 
a potential biological control against the weevil.  A parasitic fly 
from Honduras and Guatemala is known to prey upon the weevil 
larvae.  A graduate student from the University of Florida is about 
to begin a two year monitoring study to document the weevil 
infestation throughout the hammocks of EFS. 

Forest Festival 
 

Forest Festival was a huge success 
this year, as always!  We had over 800 
visitors enjoy the fourth annual festival, 
which celebrates the opening of the 
Management and Education Center.  
Visitors enjoyed live animals from 
Hands-On Wildlife, the reptile display 
manned by volunteer Paul Schlueb, 
music, storytelling, a Native Plant 
Society plant sale, workshops, hikes, 
facepainting, great food and more!  
Thanks to everyone for helping us put 
together such a fantastic event! 

Healthy Habitats 
Equal Baby  
Tortoises! 

 E E L  P r o g r a m   ◦  N o r t h  R e g i o n  

Volunteer Trash Removal Workdays! 
 
  Indian Mound Station     February 17      9am—1pm 
  South Lake Conservation Area      March 31           9am—1pm 
 
Please call to let us know you are coming!  Appropriate clothing 

and gloves are recommended.  If you would like to carpool, meet 
at the Forest at 8:30am.  Snacks and drinks will be provided. 
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Volunteers at Work 
 

 

Sponsor-a-Tortoise 
 
If you enjoy seeing gopher tortoises at our 
Sanctuaries (who doesn’t?!), consider sponsoring 
one.  The “Sponsor a Tortoise” program has 
begun at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary 
(Forest).  Beginning at $35/year, sponsors will 
fund important research and education projects.  
The funds will be used to learn more about 
gopher tortoises on the Forest and to educate 
others about their important role in the scrub 
ecosystem.  Sponsors will receive a certificate,  
t-shirt, quarterly newsletter, tortoise information 
sheet and a picture with our resident gopher 
tortoise, Trudy.  Other membership levels have 
additional benefits.  Sponsorship brochures are 
available at the Forest.  The program is the 
creation of Land Management Technician Kris 
Brown and the Friends of the Enchanted Forest, 
Inc.  For more information, call the Forest (321-
264-5185) or email krisbrown@bellsouth.net.  
This makes a great gift!    

The Forest is Calling You... 
 
Would you enjoy passing your passion for the 
Enchanted Forest to others?  The Enchanted Forest 
needs volunteers to work as guides, hosts and 
Shoppe attendants.  No qualifications are needed, 
and training is provided by the Forest.  If you have 
already been trained, consider volunteering once a 
month for four hours.  No commitment is needed, 
however.  For those who would like to lead guided 
hikes, the Forest is holding its annual Guide Training 
this year beginning January 30th.  It will be a five-
week course on Tuesdays from 6:15pm to 8:30pm 
and Saturdays from 9:00am to 12:00pm.  
Registration is required, so contact the Forest if you 
are interested!  All volunteers enjoy discounts at the 
Shoppe, a Volunteer Appreciation dinner and the 
peaceful surroundings of the Forest!  Other volunteer 
opportunities are available including research, 
administration, photography, event planning, 
gardening and more!  If you are interested in 
volunteering, call Joanie at the Forest!  

Jay Barnhart leads a  
mushroom hike at the Forest. 

Sara Young paints faces at the 
Forest Festival in November. Newton Gregg greets 

visitors to Forest Festival. 

Molly (left) and Patty (right)  
Rendon assist Shari in making 
a Sanctuary Christmas wreath. 

Ann Powers of Titusville High 
sets small mammal traps for 

a science project. 

Maureen O’Connell 
discusses habitats at 
the Forest Festival. 
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